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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
Welcome to our autumn edition
newsletter, I hope you enjoy browsing
through some of the fabulous things
our learners have been up to during
this term. We are trying very hard to
keep our approach as ‘normal’ as
possible in school despite the
concerns evident about the
resurgence of COVID-19 because it
is vital our learners benefit from the
full offer and continue to enjoy the
very many experiences available to
them such as the residential, forest
school, trips and visits! While our
‘Oastlers Got Talent’ event will go
ahead in school, we will show it to you
our families perhaps in the spring or
summer term. We will go ahead with
our Christmas Dinner, without our
usual guests, but doing both in school
means our community still enjoy a bit
of Christmas spirit! It was fantastic
that our team won the ‘Bradford
Manufacturing Week’ competition
with their crisp packet invention that

keep the homeless warm! Talk about
innovation! There continues to be
plenty of sport taking place in school,
music, art and other creative activities.
I read some of the most wonderful War
Poems that coincided with
Remembrance Day. We were treated
with some beautiful Diwali food,
brought in by one of our teachers who
we continue to pester to bring in more!
And I know when Eid comes around,
we will be treated again! I think this is
the spirit of the school – celebrating
who we are for the
unique and special
people that are part
of this community.
Please enjoy the
newsletter and
celebrate with us
some of the good
things taking part in
school
Lyndsey Brown

Oastlers raised £745.57 for
charity

SAVE THE ELEPHANTS
After exploring an article on the threats to the elephants during RRSA Year 8
decided they wanted to make a difference!
They created a 'Save the Elephants' group and organised a bake sale in the
KS3 area last Friday. The learners made their own buns
and cakes and organised milkshakes and hot
chocolate. It was a very successful event and we
managed to raise £100.94!! This money will go
towards adopting an elephant at Chester Zoo, the
learners have lots more ideas for future events so
watch this space!
Sabrina Shariff

NEWS FROM
OASTLERS
REMEMBRANCE DAY WITH CHURCHILL
As part of the remembrance day celebrations Churchill attending a visit to the
Imperial War Museum in Manchester where they explored the conflict of wars
from WWI up to the present day. After attending the visit, the learners created
a War Poem to honour all soldiers and their families. The learners made a video
of themselves reciting their poem which can be seen on the school website.

Jennifer Blackwell

FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS
The war saw lots of death,
The war saw many men take their last breath.
The soldiers stood scared in crowds,
The soldiers all stood tall and proud.
The soldiers battled in dirt,
The soldiers watched their brothers get hurt.
The soldiers fought in the rain,
The soldiers got injured and left in pain.
The soldiers stomped through the mud,
The Soldiers were all covered in blood.
The fields were filled with bloodshed,
The fields were left red.
The soldier’s outlook was dull,
The soldier’s graves got full.
The soldiers fought in the darkness,
The soldiers were left heartless.
The wives and children sat at home wondering in fear,
Whilst their men disappear.
The men wrote to their dear,
Their families read their letters in fear.
The soldiers have our upmost admirations,
The soldiers fought for our nation.
For their future generations the soldiers were brave,
For their future generations their legacy they gave.

Written By Oastlers Churchill Class Nov 2021

BIKER AND MAZE
Please meet our school therapy dogs BIker and Maze, who come in twice a week to spend time with the
learners. Maze especially enjoys her morning walks with the learners and taking part in PE lessons.
Jennifer Blackwell

BRADFORD MANUFACTURING WEEK
The Bradford Manufacturing Week design and make competition is open to all schools across the city, and is
a hard fought and prestigious competition. A colleague at Oastlers has close links to
Morley Church of the Nazerene in Leeds. They have been inspired by The Crisp Packet
Project to collect discarded crisp packets and convert them into thermal blankets for the
homeless in their area.
At school we have joined in the project and have donated hundreds so far this term.
There is a collection box in the staff room where empties can be brought in and left –
and as we also have a school tuck shop, that generates quite a lot too. The Bradford
Manufacturing Week 2021 theme of recycling in schools presented us with an ideal
focus which would potentially help us to better support a real-life worthy cause. Our Year
10 Design and Technology learners Mason and Nathan were identified as the group to
take on the challenge of designing a collection system that their peers would actively
seek out and enjoy using. They thought that some type of ‘reverse vending machine’
which took the crisp packet into a box automatically would be fun to use. Using an up
cycled model of a 1960’s washing machine (complete with mangle), a scale model of
one of the ideas was created and the learners thought that this would be the basis for a
very good product. Their one criticism was that it might be tiring if there were a lot of
packets to insert. Graham gifted us a laminator which no longer heated up but still rolled,
which could therefore be up cycled. Fitting the laminator behind a slot made it easy to
insert a crisp packet – and for the mechanism to take it automatically.
For the second year running, Oastlers were selected as winners of the Years 9-13
category, winning £500 for the school. The learners decided that as we were linked to
a project helping the homeless, that donating the prize money to help that cause would be the right thing to
do!

Chris Davis

BAKE OFF
For Children in Need we ran a whole school bake off competition. 8 learners went head to head to make
Pudsey Bear themed cupcakes. They were judged by the panel including our resident expert Paul
Hollywood’s cousin….Lyndsey ‘Hollywood’ Brown.
The amount of care and attention that went into the baking and decorating was wonderful to see and all work
was completed more or less independently. The judges struggled to make a decision because all the entries
were of an amazing standard, but after much deliberation the winner was Abdul from 7MT. Also a big shout
out to Elisia and Lilly-May from 8CD for making some gluten free caramel apple cakes for the coffee morning.
The year 11 hospitality and catering class all contributed as well.
Nicole Flack

YEAR 8 RESIDENTIAL
Our year 8 learners attended a Residential at Hornby Laithe bunk barn, Stainforth in October. We all had an
amazing week our in Stainforth experiencing climbing, mountain biking, caving and night walks. Most of the
activities were quite challenging and our learners were true warriors in conquering their fears.
The experience of those days provided joy and delight and our learners provided us with lots of humour even
when things were getting tough. We are all so very proud of our kids and we hope that they can experience
more of these activities in years to come.
Sean Regan

CHILDREN IN NEED
Children in Need 2021 was hosted by 6th Form as part of their CoPe qualification, learners had to plan and
host an event for charity. The learners chose Children in Need as the charity they wanted to support. All
learners took part in a range of activities inclusive of making and selling Milkshakes and Chocolate Fondue
kebabs, designing Pudsey Bear masks, moulding pewter to make key rings, science experiments looking
at how fireworks are made, a football tournament and a student bake off competition. The event was a
huge success and allowed Oastlers to raise £508.22, massive congratulations to everyone involved, what
an achievement to raise this amount of money for a great cause.
Leanne Vo Brown

DAY OF THE DEAD
On the 2nd November we hosted a ‘Day of the Dead’ workshop, facilitated by Dying to Talk. Dying to talk is a
project that is aimed at promoting discussions about death and bereavement amongst young people. It is a
collaboration between the archaeological departments of the Universities of Bradford and Wolverhampton and
has utilised young ambassadors from local schools and also undergraduate students.
There were plenty of activities to promote discussion around death including mask painting, food decorating,
poetry, and a look at different cultures ways of celebrating life and death.All learners were invited to attend and
following a short presentation they took part in the activities, the atmosphere was very positive and fun and
the feedback from learners and staff was amazing.
Suzanne Simpson

The new camera club is underway where students are learning the basics of photography. Cameron, Jacob
and Tyler are all using Nikon D200 cameras with various lenses taking photographs of sport, macro still life
and landscape. They are learning how to operate the various camera functions and how to get the best
results out of their cameras. Later in the course they will editing their pictures in Adobe Lightroom. Trips are
being arranged to a zoo and to Ogden in Halifax.
Ken Jones

